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Scorpions in ancient Egypt 
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S corpions have poison glands. Some of them are fatal to 
human beings. The dwellers on the Nile in ancient Egypt knew 
scorpions since the dawn of civilization. They used the 
scorpion as a king name in pre-dynastic era, a name of a nome 
(county), and a symbol to their goddess “Serget” (in addition to 


other goddesses). 


Their monuments denote that they were aware of the toxicity of 
the scorpion’s venom and how the scorpion uses it. They wrote 
myths about scorpions. They had their magical methods to 
prevent the effect of that venom. They recorded their methods 


to heal scorpion’s sting. 


The scorpion had its role in religion. The goddess Serqet had 
its role in protecting the deceased’s sarcophagus and viscera, in 


addition to the scorpion’s relationship with alive people. 


Until now, nothing is known about identification of different 
kinds of scorpions and their toxicity by ancient Egyptians. 
Regarding recent recorded species of scorpions in Egypt and 
their variation in size, colour, and toxicity, it is possible to 
conclude that ancient Egyptians mostly dealt with one scorpion 
species, the most wide spread in the country and the most 
venomous, especially for children. That is scientifically known 


as Leiurus quinquestriatus. 
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